
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

MMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Story City, Iowa 
Stephen Anenson, Senior Pastor 

Kurt Jensen, Associate Pastor 
Zachary Bauknecht, Youth and Education Ministry Coordinator       

 

Thanksgiving Day                                                   November 26, 2015                                                 
 

Prelude 

Opening Hymn   “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”        No. 797 

Welcome 

Opening Prayer 

Announcements 

Who's Got the Story Bag?                                                 JoNann Twedt 

Thanksgiving Dialogue                                                           (on screen) 

Worship Song   “Let All Things Now Living”                      No. 794 

First Reading - Deuteronomy 8:1-11 
 
1 
Be careful to follow every command I am giving you today, so 

that you may live and increase and may enter and possess the land 
the LORD promised on oath to your ancestors. 

2 
Remember how the 

LORD your God led you all the way in the wilderness these forty years, 
to humble and test you in order to know what was in your heart, 
whether or not you would keep his commands. 

3 
He humbled you, 

causing you to hunger and then feeding you with manna, which neither 
you nor your ancestors had known, to teach you that man does not 
live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of 
the LORD. 

4 
Your clothes did not wear out and your feet did not swell 

during these forty years. 
5 
Know then in your heart that as a man 

disciplines his son, so the LORD your God disciplines you. 
6 
Observe the commands of the LORD your God, walking in 

obedience to him and revering him. 
7 
For the LORD your God is 

bringing you into a good land—a land with brooks, streams, and deep 
springs gushing out into the valleys and hills; 

8 
a land with wheat and 

barley, vines and fig trees, pomegranates, olive oil and honey; 
9 
a land 

where bread will not be scarce and you will lack nothing; a land where 
the rocks are iron and you can dig copper out of the hills. 

10 
When you have eaten and are satisfied, praise the LORD your 

God for the good land he has given you. 
11 

Be careful that you do not 
forget the LORD your God, failing to observe his commands, his laws 
and his decrees that I am giving you this day.  

Second Reading – Philippians 4:4-9, 19-20 
4 
Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 

5 
Let your 

gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. 
6 
Do not be anxious 

about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 

7 
And the peace of God, 



which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus. 

8 
Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, 

whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is 
admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such 
things. 

9 
Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or 

seen in me—put it into practice. And the God of peace will be with 
you. 

19 
And my God will meet all your needs according to the riches of 

his glory in Christ Jesus. 
20 

To our God and Father be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

Creed for Thanksgiving Day                                                  (on screen) 
(From Martin Luther's Explanation to the 1

st
 Article) 

Processional Offering 

Hymn “We Praise Thee, O God, Our Redeemer”   No. 68                   

Anthem         “Thanks Be to God”                             Senior Choir      

Sermon          “Thanksliving”                                    Pastor Jensen 

Hymn              “Give Thanks”                                             No. 170 

Prayer 

Lord's Prayer & Benediction 

Closing Hymn  “O Lord, Our Lord”                                      No. 175 

 
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

 
Welcome to one and all who have joined us today. It is good to set aside 
this special time to give thanks to God for His abundant love and care. 
 

Thank you to Milianna Carlson for serving as our organist today. Thanks 
also to the Senior Choir for the special anthem. 

 

The offering of food placed in our chancel today will be given to Loaves 
and Fishes Food Pantry. Thank you for supporting this wonderful ministry 
in this way.  
 

Processional Offering. We will process to the front for our offering 
today as a symbolic act of bringing our offering to the altar of the Lord. 
The ushers will direct you down the center aisle and you may return by 
the side aisle. 

 

Pastor Anenson is visiting his family in Seattle for Thanksgiving today. 

Christmas Eve Service. Your talents are needed for our traditional 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Services. These are opportunities for worship 
and inspiration through word and music. If you would like to have a part 
in one or both of these services, please call the church office or Emily 
Anderson by Sunday, December 13 with the title of your music or 
reading. 

 
Christmas Angel Gifts. Immanuel is once again helping with the 
Christmas Angel Gift program. Anyone wishing to purchase a gift for a 
youth who is in need of a Christmas gift is invited to take one of the paper 
gift tags listing a gift for a specific child. Follow the instructions found on 
both the front and back of the tag. The tags are on the table in the 
narthex. Gifts must be returned to the church by Thursday, December 10 
so they can be distributed to the families the following week. Anyone not 
wanting to shop, but wanting to contribute, can donate money. We have 
people who will shop for you. 

 
Immanuel Family - Everyone is invited to the Jensen's (324 Elm) for 
cider and cookies tomorrow, November 27th at 4:30 P.M. At 5:00, we'll 
walk downtown together for the Christmas carol sing and Christmas tree 
lighting.  

 
A Happy and Blessed Thanksgiving to the Immanuel Family from the 
pastors and staff! 
 
 

             


